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Our Mission . . . Making disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world, 
with more people, younger people, and more diverse people. 

        Rooted In God’s Love—                                       July 2021           
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Greetings, dear members and friends of Weatherford FUMC! 
 
    These past several days have been a whirlwind for Nancy and me!   
 
     We moved in a day later than expected due to the memorial service for a sister-in-
law, which was one week ago from today.  She was taken far too early by cancer, 
and we are still feeling the pain in our hearts of her loss.  We find comfort in St. Paul's 

words, “Where, O death, is thy victory? Where, O death, is thy sting?”  Although we know that death 
does not have victory, it certainly does sting when we lose a loved one.  
 
     The morning after her service, we were tending to some last minute details as we prepared for the 
arrival of the moving truck and the men who would load it up and drive it west to Weatherford.  At one 
point I went and asked Nancy to come outside to see something.  For, there in the western sky was a 
vivid rainbow.  It seemed to be a sign from God that good things were ahead as we moved west to 
Weatherford. However, it was not a full rainbow, just a partial, and that seemed to say to us that what 
was ahead would be a work in progress.  
        
     After the men had the truck nearly loaded, it began to sprinkle, and as we got on the highway, it 
became a heavy rain. By the time we came through OKC it was an epic downpour, and traffic was 
either pulling onto the shoulder or crawling slowly.  On the west side of the city it stopped raining and 
was clear sailing into Weatherford. But as the truck began to be unloaded, the sky opened up and rivers 
of water were coming down.  But after a while, the clouds parted, and the rain slowed down.   
    
     When we arrived, the parsonage was in beautiful shape, the carpets freshly cleaned, and Carol 
Wright, the Parsonage Committee Chairperson for the church, worked like a trooper, helping us to 
move in. I learned that she had put a lot of time into getting everything in pristine order for us.  She said 
she had help with it, and Nancy and I appreciate everyone’s efforts in that effort!!  
 
      Our first Sunday was July 4th. What a beautiful day it was!  Some members invited us to go to a 
4th of July gathering at a neighbor’s home a couple doors from the parsonage.  That was a fun and 
delightful time for us.   
 
      We have not been here a week yet, and so many of you have already been wonderful blessings to 
us. Also, in addition to church members, we have been meeting other people as we have been out and 
about town, eating, shopping, doing errands, and finding our way around.  
 
      There is a friendliness to the people in Western Oklahoma that we have missed. It is hard to 
describe but it is very noticeable.  People walking down the street stop to visit, people in the stores say 
hello and it is so good to be here again. 
   
     In last month’s newsletter article I asked for twelve people to covenant to pray for me and my 
ministry here.  I have had four so far tell me they will pray daily for me.  I met a man the other day, not 
one of our church folks, who told me out of the blue that he was praying  for me.  He said being a pastor 
was like living with a target on you and Satan will try to cause you to fail, to stumble, to be tempted. I 
told him that I was seeking 12 people to pray for me every day, and he said he would do it, and right 
beside sat one of our church men, who immediately said he would pray for me daily as well.  I have 
friends in other places that are praying daily for me. But I believe that God will raise up a prayer corps 
who will hold me up as a pastor and do battle for me in the spiritual realm. Please let me know if you 
will be one of these twelve!!  
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     I am praying for God to help me minister to you and to the community.  I am asking for God's Holy 
Spirit to guide my footsteps, be a light to my path, and give me prophetic downloads for preaching to 
you what God knows you need to hear.  
 
     Nancy and I were at the Weatherford Hospital two days ago to visit one of our older members, and 
we came upon a family who was having an emergency with a young child. I asked if I could pray with 
them and we made a family prayer circle asking God to protect and heal their little one, and to bless the 
whole family.  It was a holy time of ministry. Please pray that God will put me into many more situations 
where I can be in the right place at the right time to be there for his people as he directs. I have already 
had several opportunities to pray for people around town, young and old, and I trust that every day 
there will be more moments that make a difference to the people of Weatherford.   
   
     I look forward to seeing how God uses all of us during the rest of the days of July and as we get to 
know one another and as we serve the Lord together, each of us touching people around town by 
sharing God's love in our daily living.  
  
      Please be in church every Sunday that you can. Please invite your friends and family to come join 
us at worship. Let us work together to build up Christ’s body so that our church and our congregation 
become all that God wants it to be.   
 Grace & Peace,  
 Pastor Chuck    

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Join us this year for VBS, Knights of the North Castle! Children in 

grades Pre-K through 5
th

 can pre-registered online at 

fumcmethodistok.org/?page_id=4986 

We will be serving the Kids a snack/supper at 5:30-6:00 and the 

program will end at 8:00 in the evening. Our mission is to acquire as 

much food as 

possible to donate to Weatherford Food and Resource Center. 

Anyone is welcome to donate food 

 

 

Thank You for Making Our Courtyard Beautiful 
A big thank you goes to Barbara Baxter for working so hard pulling weeds, trimming and 
over all care for the courtyard.  Another big thank you goes to Stan Baxter for chain 
sawing the crape myrtle’s and getting rid of stumps! 
 

 
Thank You Note from Alene 

Thanks to all of you who attended my retirement reception and for the beautiful gifts.  
Thanks to Carol, Robin, Margo and Kelley for planning it and for serving.  I love you all! 
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