
 1 

 

November 29, 2020 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Prayer & Announcements 

Prelude                              “Mary Did You Know”              Helen Swearengin 

 

Call to Worship            

Now is the time of watching and waiting. 
The time of pregnant expectation of new life. 

Now is the season of hope unfolding. 

The dark winter season when hope is waiting to be born. 

Let us come before God with receptive and willing spirits. 

May our souls magnify God’s name and may our spirits rejoice in God 

our Savior! 

All: Rejoice! God comes to bring the birthday of life and hope.  Amen. 

 

Unison Prayer            
God of wilderness, God of the wastelands of our lives, lead us apart 
to those places where we hear your word most clearly.  In the startling 
awareness of Christ’s coming, may we order our lives with 
repentance and with compassion. Sift from lives all useless chaff, that 
like good wheat into a barn, we may be gathered into the realm of 
your righteousness, through the grace of Jesus Christ.  AMEN.   
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Lighting of the Candle for First Sunday of Advent  

        8:30am Harold & Carol Wright; 10:30am Strickler Family 

“Keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I say to you I say 
to all:  Keep awake” 

Light the first candle, the candle of hope. 

Read: Mark 13:32-37 

32 “But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels in 

heaven and not the Son. Only the Father knows. 33 Watch out! Stay alert! 

You don’t know when the time is coming. 34 It is as if someone took a trip, 

left the household behind, and put the servants in charge, giving each one 

a job to do, and told the doorkeeper to stay alert. 35 Therefore, stay alert! 

You don’t know when the head of the household will come, whether in the 

evening or at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the early morning or at 

daybreak. 36 Don’t let him show up when you weren’t expecting and find 

you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to all: Stay alert!” 

Look for signs of God’s presence this week.  Where is God already 

present?  How is Jesus coming to you in this season? 

Pray: God of the Present Moment, we hear your invitation to keep awake.  

When hope feels as fleeting as a bird, remind us that you are ever-present.  

We pray that hope lingers and makes a home in our lives this Advent.  

Amen. 
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Opening Hymn “O God of Every Nation”  UMH 435 

Children’s Moment  Mason Carman 

Lesson from Gospel   Mark 13:24-37  

Special Music          “Sheep May Graze”    J.S. Bach 
Laurin Townsend & Christopher Curtis

Sermon                                                                Rev. Margo Vestal 
“Shepherds, Cowboys, Farmers & the Like” 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Hymn “O Day of God, Draw Night”  UMH 730 vs 1,2,4,5 

Benediction 

Parting Song  “Marching to Zion”     UMH 733 

Postlude     Sophia Lee 


