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December 6, 2020 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Prayer & Announcements 

Prelude                                             Sophia Lee 

 

Call to Worship            

You know what time it is, 

 how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we become believers; 

 the night is far gone, the day is near. 

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 

 and put on the armor of light. 

 

Prayer of Confession             
Holy and awesome God, we stand in your presence filled with regret 
for our many sins and failings.  Though there is greatness in us, and a 
deep longing for goodness, we have often denied our better selves 
and refused to hear your voice calling us to rise to the full height of 
our humanity.  For there is weakness in us, as well as strength.  At 
time we choose to walk in darkness, our vision obscured.  We do not 
care to look within, and we are unwilling to look beyond at those who 
need our help.  O God, we are too weak to walk unaided.  Be with us 
as a strong and wise friend and teach us to walk by the light of your 
truth. 

All offer prayers of confession in silence. 
 

The Lord God is merciful and gracious, endlessly patient, loving, and 
true, showing mercy to thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, 
and sin, and granting pardon.  AMEN. 
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Lighting of the Candle for Second Sunday of Advent 

8:30am Kim & Paula Arganbright; 10:30am Dean & Saska Koch 

 Speak: “Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God” 

Light the Second Candle, the candle of Peace 

Read: Isaiah 40:1-11 

40    Comfort, comfort my people! says your God.2 Speak compassionately 

to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her compulsory service has ended, 

that her penalty has been paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

double for all her sins! 

3 A voice is crying out: “Clear the LORD’s way in the desert!  Make a level 
highway in the wilderness for our God! 4 Every valley will be raised up, and 
every mountain and hill will be flattened. Uneven ground will become level, 
and rough terrain a valley plain.  5 The LORD’s glory will appear, and all 
humanity will see it together; the LORD’s mouth has commanded it.” 

6 A voice was saying: “Call out!”  And another[a] said, “What should I call 
out?” All flesh is grass; all its loyalty is like the flowers of the field. 7 The 
grass dries up and the flower withers when the LORD’s breath blows on it. 
Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass dries up; the flower withers, but 
our God’s word will exist forever. 

9 Go up on a high mountain, messenger Zion!  Raise your voice and shout, 
messenger Jerusalem!  Raise it; don’t be afraid; say to the cities of Judah,  
“Here is your God!” 10 Here is the LORD God, coming with strength, with a 
triumphant arm, bringing his reward with him and his payment before him. 
11 Like a shepherd, God will tend the flock; he will gather lambs in his arms 
and lift them onto his lap. He will gently guide the nursing ewes. 

Each time you set out on a road or pathway today, pause and ask God to 

grant you peace.  Driving to work, walking into the office, or taking the dog 

for a walk, remember God’s promise of peace. 

Pray: God of our journeys, whether we walk with a purpose or wander 

without clear direction, whether we are in a valley or on the mountaintop, 

grant us your eternal peace.  Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=CEB#fen-CEB-18427a
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Opening Hymn            “People, Look East”            UMH 202 

Children’s Moment             Mason Carman 
 
Lesson from Gospel                                                              Mark 1:1-8  
 
Doxology                                                                                            UMH 94 
 
Special Music                   “Arias from The Messiah””     by G.F. Handel 

Laurin Townsend & Christopher Curtis 

 
Sermon                               “Prepare The Way”        Rev. Margo Vestal 
 
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Hymn             “Savior of the Nation, Come”        UMH 214  
 
Benediction 

Parting Song                            “Star-Child”                          TFWS 2095 
 
Postlude                                                                               Sophia Lee 
 

 


