
Weatherford United Methodist Church 
Christmas Eve Communion Service 

December 24, 2020 – 7:00pm 

Prelude      Sophia Lee & Anita Chen 

Call to Worship   Faye Henson 
We waited. 
And imagined a savior. 
We imagined power. 
One like the world but stronger and on our side. 
We imagined a king on a white horse wielding a sword. 
We got a baby born in a stable among the livestock. 
We imagined the work done for us 
through the destruction of our enemies. 
We receive a baby who will teach us our calling 
to seek reconciliation and to love expansively. 
Praise be to God for the unexpected babe of Bethlehem. 
Praise to the wisdom of love. Amen! 

Lighting of the Advent Candle The Heston Wright Family 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” 

Light the white candle, the candle of Christ’s light. 



Read: John 1:1-18 

1 In the beginning was the Word 
 and the Word was with God 
 and the Word was God. 

2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 
3 Everything came into being through the Word, 

 and without the Word 
    nothing came into being. 
What came into being 
4  through the Word was life,[a] 
   and the life was the light for all people. 

5 The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light. 

6 A man named John was sent from God. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning the light, so that through him everyone would believe in the light. 8 He 
himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to testify concerning the light. 

9 The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world. 
10 The light was in the world, and the world came into being through the light, but the 
world didn’t recognize the light.  11 The light came to his own people, and his own 
people didn’t welcome him. 12 But those who did welcome him, those who believed in 
his name, he authorized to become God’s children,13 born not from blood nor from 
human desire or passion, but born from God.14 The Word became flesh and made 
his home among us.  We have seen his glory, glory like that of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth. 

15 John testified about him, crying out, “This is the one of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me is greater than me because he existed before me.’” 16 From his 
fullness we have all received grace upon grace; 17 as the Law was given through 
Moses, so grace and truth came into being through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God. God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made God known. 

Each time you turn a light on or off this week, 
 renew your covenant to live as a follower of the Light. 

Pray: God of Light, grant us the courage to testify to the Light.  May your hope, 
peace, joy, and love fill the earth. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=CEB#fen-CEB-26038a


Song   Maria Wiegenlide    (German)   by Max Rieger 
Mary’s Cradle Song  (English) 
Performed by Skip Klingman 

The Gospel Text      Luke 2:1-7   Faye Henson 

Sermon      “God’s Sneak Attack”  Rev. Margo Vestal 

Song     “Love Came Down at Christmas Time” 
Performed by Rachel Carruth, Logan Doyals, Rachel Doyals,

Abby Wright, and Ruby Wright 

The Invitation 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin 
and seek to live in peace with one another, therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. 

Confession and Pardon 
Light of the World:  you gave us the transforming birth of the child Jesus as a 
light for our path.  Yet we confess that we shut our eyes to the light.  We admit 
that we often do not want to see the gift you have given us.  We acknowledge 
our reluctance to see and share our gifts with our sisters and brothers.  We are 
often dazzled by the glitter and tinsel the world has made of Christ’s birth.  We 
ask that your Spirit be lit within us, that we may share your gifts of peace and 
justice with all people.  We seek to receive, and return the gift of Christ’s birth 
and death, again and again.  Amen. 

Words of Assurance     
Pastor:  Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God’s love toward us.  In the name of Christ you are forgiven! 

People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Communion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Song                                                “O Holy Night”      Christopher Curtis 

Lighting of candles                          “Silent Night”      239 


