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December 20, 2020 

Words of Welcome 
 
Opening Prayer & Announcements 
 
Prelude                                             Sophia Lee 
 

Call to Worship            

A tiny jewel of light dances on the edge of the horizon: 

a solitary star before sunrise glimmers a promise of dawn 

It is the light of the World, “Emmanuel” (God with us), the promised one. 

Come to us Emmanuel! 

We have seen your light and gather here awaiting the day of your coming. 

 
Unison Prayer            
Gracious God, we hear the promise of the coming of Jesus into a 
manger and into our hearts and homes.  Bless our Advent waiting; fill 
our worship with anticipation of your love; and dedicate us to prepare 
your way by lifting up the valleys in our lives and making smooth the 
rough places of others.  For we pray in the name of Emmanuel--God 
with us.  Amen. 
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Lighting of the Candle for Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:30am; Skip and Jo Klingman; 10:30am Shane & Melissa Jackson 

Speak: “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb.  And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 

loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb” 

Light the fourth candle, the candle of Love. 

Read: Luke 1:39-56   

39 Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. 40 She entered 
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 42 With a loud voice she blurted out, “God has blessed you 
above all women, and he has blessed the child you carry. 43 Why do I have 
this honor, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as I 
heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. 45 Happy is she 
who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made to her.” 

46 Mary said, “With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 47 In the depths of who I 
am I rejoice in God my savior. 48 He has looked with favor on the low status 
of his servant. Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly 
favored 49because the mighty one has done great things for me.  Holy is his 
name. 50He shows mercy to everyone, from one generation to the next, 
who honors him as God. 51 He has shown strength with his arm. He has 
scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. 52 He has 
pulled the powerful down from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. 53 He 
has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty-
handed. 54 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his 
mercy, 55 just as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 
Abraham’s descendants forever.” 56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three 
months, and then returned to her home. 

Each time you see a child this week,  

pray that love would be made real in action. 
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Pray: God of Love, continue to take on flesh and be made real in our 

families, in our communities, and in the world.  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn          “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  vs. 1,2,4,7.    UMH 211 

Children’s Moment             Mason Carman 
 
Affirmation of Faith           UMH 889 
 
Doxology                                                                                            UMH 94 
 
Lesson from Gospel                                                                Luke 1:26-38  
 
Special Music                           “Calypso Lullaby””         by Jester Hairston 

Abby Wright, Rachel Carruth, Logan Doyals 

 
Sermon                               “The Announcement”        Rev. Margo Vestal 
 
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Hymn                       “In the Bleak Midwinter”         UMH 221 
 
Benediction 

Parting Song                                “Star-Child”                            TFWS 2095 
 
Postlude                                                                               Sophia Lee 

 


