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December 13, 2020 

 

Words of Welcome 
 
Opening Prayer & Announcements 
 
Prelude                                             Sophia Lee 
 

 

Call to Worship            

Behold God is good, and has set a star in the heavens to guide us to the truth. 

We follow it with joy, knowing that God will give us strength to climb 

 the hills, and sight to conquer the darkness. 

Behold! God is good, and has promised us a Savior to lead us to righteousness. 

We await the Savior’s coming with gladness and with expectation that 

 in the holy birth our lives may be renewed. 

 
 
Unison Prayer          
O Living Christ, we need your love today to shine in the dark corners 
of our world, where loneliness and hatred, war and suffering, greed 
and lust destroy.  Come to us and shine in our lives, that we may 
move perfectly love you and reflect your love on earth.  Amen. 
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Lighting of the Candle for Third Sunday of Advent 

8:30am James & Dana Ratcliffe; 10:30am Charley & Mary Johnson 

Speaker: “Our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts 

of joy; then it was said among the nations. ‘The Lord has done great things 

for them.’  The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced” 

Light the third candle, the candle of joy 

Read: Psalm 126:1-6 and 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 

126 When the LORD changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, 
    it was like we had been dreaming. 
2 Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; 
    our tongues were filled with joyful shouts. 
It was even said, at that time, among the nations, 
    “The LORD has done great things for them!” 
3 Yes, the LORD has done great things for us, and we are overjoyed. 

4 LORD, change our circumstances for the better, 
    like dry streams in the desert waste! 
5 Let those who plant with tears reap the harvest with joyful shouts. 
6 Let those who go out, crying and carrying their seed, come home with 
 joyful shouts, carrying bales of grain! 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 

12 Brothers and sisters, we ask you to respect those who are working with 
you, leading you, and instructing you. 13 Think of them highly with love 
because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 Brothers and 
sisters, we urge you to warn those who are disorderly. Comfort the 
discouraged. Help the weak. Be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure no one 
repays a wrong with a wrong, but always pursue the good for each other 
and everyone else. 16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray continually. 18 Give thanks in 
every situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Don’t  
suppress the Spirit. 20 Don’t brush off Spirit-inspired messages, 21 but 
examine everything carefully and hang on to what is good. 22 Avoid every 
kind of evil.  
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Look for opportunities to rejoice, encourage, and help in your community. 
 
Pray: God of laughter, expand our joy and help us to share it in our  
communities this week.  Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn         “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”              UMH 196 

Special Music              “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”      Children’s Choir 
 
Children’s Moment             Mason Carman 
 
Affirmation of Faith           UMH 884 
 
Doxology                                                                                            UMH 94 
 
Lesson from Gospel                                                        John 1:6-8, 19-28  
 
Special Music                           “Advent Prayer””     by James I Clemens 

Laurin Townsend & Christopher Curtis 

 
Sermon                               “Light for Our Lives”        Rev. Margo Vestal 
 
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Hymn           “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”         UMH 206 
 
Benediction 

Parting Song                                “Star-Child”                            TFWS 2095 
 
Postlude                                                                               Sophia Lee 

 


