
 

November 15, 2020 

24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Prayer & Announcements 

Prelude                                                                                         Sophia Lee 

 

Call to Worship            

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 

 heaven. 

The hour is coming, and now is, when true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. 

Enter his gate with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him, bless his name! 

 

Unison Prayer            
O God, our Guide and Guardian, You have led us apart from the busy 
world into the quiet of your house.  Grant us grace to worship you in 
Spirit and in truth, to the comfort of our souls and the upbuilding of 
every good purpose and holy desire.  Enable us to do more perfectly 
the work to which you have called us, that we may not fear the 
coming of night, when we shall resign into your hands the tasks 
which you have committed to us.  So may we worship you not with 
our lips at this hour, but in word and deed all the days of our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn         “The Church’s One Foundation”  vs. 1, 4, & 5        UMH 545 

Children’s Moment                  Mason Carman 
 
Affirmation of Faith                   
We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people; and in Jesus 
Christ, incarnate among us, who died and rose again; and in the Holy  
Spirit, present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort.  

 



We believe; God, help our unbelief. 

We rejoice in every sign of God’s kingdom; in the upholding of human 
dignity and community; in every expression of love, justice, and 
reconciliation; in each act of self-giving on behalf of others; in the 
abundance of God’s gifts entrusted to us that all may have enough; in all 
responsible use of the earth’s resources. 
Glory be to God on high; and on earth, peace. 

We confess our sin, individual and collective, by silence or action; through 
the violation of human dignity based on race, class, age, sex, nation, or 
faith; through the exploitation of people because of greed and indifference; 
through the misuse of power; in personal, communal, national, and 
international life through the search for security by those military and 
economic forces that threaten human existence; through the abuse of  
technology which endangers the earth and all life upon it. 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; 

We commit ourselves individually and as a community to the way of Christ: 
to take up the cross; to seek abundant life for all humanity; to struggle for 
peace with justice and freedom; to risk ourselves in faith, hope and love, 
praying that God’s kingdom may come. 

Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. Amen 
 
Doxology                                                                                            UMH 94 
 
Lesson from The Gospel                                                    Matthew 25:14-30  
 
Special Music                            “Steal Away”            by Harry T. Burleigh 

Soloist, Skip Klingman 
 
Sermon                              “Excuses! Excuses!”               Rev. Margo Vestal 
 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Closing Hymn                 “Take My Life, and Let It Be”                  UMH 399 
 
Benediction 

Parting Song                       “The Trees of the Field”                   TFWS 2279 
 
Postlude                                                                               Sophia Lee 


