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Words of Welcome 

Opening Prayer & Announcements 

Prelude                                                                                                      Sophia Lee 

Call to Worship:                               Madella Shelton 
In the midst of the world’s chaos 
come to this place and find peace. 
When your mind is overwhelmed with what you see 
come to this place and find hope. 
If your heart is heavy, with fear, with worry, with sorrow, 
come to this place and find strength. 
As you long for community in a world that is torn apart, 
come to this place and find love. 
Come people of God,  
and in this place, in this moment, 
find peace, hope, strength and love, 
as we worship and pray together. 

Unison Prayer: 
Govern all by Your wisdom, O Lord so that my soul may always be serving 
You as You most desire and not as I choose. Do not give into my selfish 
desires, I beg of You by granting that which I wish or ask, if it offends Your 
love, which would always live in me. Let me die to myself, that I may serve 
You. Let me live to You, who is in Yourself the true life. Amen. 

Opening Hymn              “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                     UMH #384 

Affirmation of Faith:                                                                       
We believe in the debonair God who clothes the wild flowers dressing them 
so superbly that they outdo Solomon in all his glory; who is the true Friend 
of all creatures great and small who feeds magpies and laughing 
kookaburras, and even doleful ravens and drongos. 
 

We believe in the God of Christ Jesus the Source of abundance, full of grace 
and truth. 
 



We believe in the extravagant God who turns the other cheek, goes the 
second mile, turns water into the best wine, brings healing with his every 
touch, and who welcomes a woman’s love as she fills the house with 
unforgettable fragrance. 
 

We believe in the faith-full God of Jesus Christ, who sweated blood in an 
Olive Grove, and kept the faith to the very end. 
 

We believe in the redeeming God who spared no cost, forgave even his 
brutal crucifiers, had time for a dying thief at his side, and who on the third 
day did a thing so prodigious that even his friends were dismayed with joy. 
 

We believe in the God of Jesus Christ, the Source of abundance 
wherever we turn and no matter what we do. 

Doxology                                                                                                     UMH #94 
 

Gospel Lesson                      Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52                   Madella Shelton 
 

Special Music                                “Laudamus Te”                                          Antonio Vivaldo                                                                                                 
Laurin Townsend & Christopher Curtis, vocalists 

 

Sermon                                    “What is Heaven Like”                 Rev. Margo Vestal 
 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Hymn                     “Take My Life, and Let It Be”                         UMH #399 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                                               Sophia Lee 

 
 


