
destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three clays, were you? Save yourself! 
If you are God's Son, come clown 
from the cross." 

41In the same way, the chief 
priests, along with the legal experts 
and the elders, were making fun of 
him, saying, 42"He saved others, but 
he can't save himself. He's the king 
oflsrael, so let him come clown from 
the cross now. Then we'll believe in 
him. 43He trusts in Goel, so let Goel 
deliver him now if he wants to. He 
said, 'I'm God's Son."' 44The out
laws who were crucified with him 
insulted him in the same way. 

45From noon until three in the 
afternoon the whole earth was dark. 
46At about three Jesus cried out with 
a loud shout, "Eli, Eli, lama sabach
thani, " which means, "My Goel, my 
Goel, why have you left rne?" 

47After hearing him, some stand
ing there said, "He's calling Elijah." 
48One of them ran over, took a 
sponge full of vinegar, and put it on a 
pole. He offered it to Jesus to drink. 

49But the rest of them said, "Let's 
see if Elijah will come and save him." 

50AgainJesus cried out with a loud 
shout. Then he died. 

51Look, the curtain of the sanc
tuary was torn in two from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks 
split, 52and the bodies of many holy 
people who had died were raised. 
53AfterJesus' resurrection they came 
out of their graves and went into the 
holy city where they appeared to 
many people. 54When the centurion 
and those with him who were guard
ing Jesus saw the earthquake and 
what had just happened, they were 

filled with awe and said, "This was 
certainly God's Son." 

55Many women were watching 
from a distance. They had fol
lowed Jesus from Galilee to serve 
him. sGAmong them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James and Joseph, and the mother 
of Zebedee's sons. 

57That evening a man named 
Joseph came. He was a rich man 
from Arimathea who had become a 
disciple of Jesus. 58He came to Pilate 
and asked forJesus' body. Pilate gave 
him permission to take it. 5:Joseph 
took the body, wrapped it in a clean 
linen cloth, 60and laid it in his own 
new tomb, w hich he had carved out 
of the rock. After he rolled a large 
stone at the door of the tomb, he 
went away. 61Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary were there, sitting in 
front of the tomb. 

62The next clay, which was the 
clay after Preparation Day, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees gathered 
before Pilate. 63They said, "Sir, we 
remember that while that deceiver 
was still alive he said, 'After three 
clays I will arise.' '"Therefore, order 
the grave to be sealed until the third 
clay. Otherwise, his disciples may 
come and steal the body and tell the 
people, 'He's been raised from the 
dead.' This last deception will be 
worse than the first." 

65Pilate replied, ''You have sol
diers for guard duty. Go and make it 
as secure as you know how." 66Then 
they went and secured the tomb by 
sealing the stone and posting the 
guard. 

Scripture quotations are from the Common English Bible, copyright 2011. Used by permission, 
All rights reserved. 
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PASSION/PALM SUNDAY 

APRIL 5, 2020 

THE LESSON Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The LORD Goel gave me an 

educated tongue to know how to 
respond to the weary with a word 
that will awaken them in the morn
ing. Goel awakens my ear in the 
morning to listen, as educated peo
ple do. 

5The LORD Goel opened my ear; I 
didn't rebel; I didn't turn my back. 
tiJnsteacl, I gave my body to attackers, 
and my cheeks to beard pluckers. I 
didn't hide my face from insults and 
spitting. 

THE RESPONSE Psalm 31:9-16 

7The LORD Goel will help me; 
therefore, I haven't been insulted. 
Therefore, I set my face like flint, 
and knew I woulcln 't be ashamed. 
8The one who will declare me inno
cent is near. v\lho will argue with 
me? Let's stand up together. v\lho 
will bringjuclgment against me? Let 
him approach me. 

9Look! The LORD Goel will help 
me. v\lho will condemn me? 

9Have mercy on me, LORD, because I'm depressed. My vision fails because 

of my grief, as do my spirit and my body. 

lllMy life is consumed with sadness; my years are consumed with groaning.

Strength fails me because of my suffering; my bones dry up. 

11l'm a joke to all my enemies, still worse to my neighbors. I scare my friends, 
and whoever sees me in the street runs away! 

121 am forgotten, like I'm dead, completely out of mind; I am like a piece 

of pottery, destroyed. 

13Yes, I've heard all the gossiping, terror all around; so many gang up 

together against me, they plan to take my life! 

14But me? I ti·ust you, LORD! I affirm, "You are my God." 

15My future is in your hands. Don't hand me over to my enemies, to all who 
are out to get me! 

16Shine your face on your servant; save me by your faithful love! 
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THE EPISTLE 

Philippians 2:5-11 
5Adopt the attitude that was in 

Christ Jesus: 6Though he was in the

form of God, he did not consider 

being equal with God something 

to exploit. 7But he emptied himself

by taking the form of a slave and 

by becoming like human beings. 

v\Then he found himself in the form 

THE GOSPEL 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 
14Then one of the Twelve, who 

was called Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests 15and said, "What will 
you give me if I turn Jesus over to 
you?" They paid him thirty pieces 
of silver. 16From that time on he was 
looking for an opportunity to turn 
him in. 

17011 the first day of the Festival
of Unleavened Bread, the disciples 
came to Jesus and said, "v\There do 
you want us to prepare for you to eat 
the Passover meal?" 

18He replied, "Go into the city, to 
a certain man, and say, 'The teacher 
says, "My time is near. I'm going to 
celebrate the Passover with my dis
ciples at your house."'" 19The dis
ciples did just as Jesus instructed 
them. They prepared the Passover. 

20That evening he took his place 
at the table with the twelve disci
ples. 21As they were eating he said, 
"I assure- you that one of you will 
betray 1ne." 

22Deeply saddened, each one 
said to him, 'Tm not the one, am I, 
Lord?" 

23He replied, "The one who will 
betray me is the one who clips his 

of a human, 8he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 
9Therefore, God highly honored 
him and gave him a name above all 
names, 10so that at the name of Jesus 
everyone in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth might bow 11and 
every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

hand with me into this bowl. 24The 
Human One goes to his death just 
as it is written about him. But how 
terrible it is for that person who 
betrays the Human One! It would 
have been better for him if he had 
never been born." 

25Now Judas, who would betray 
him, replied, "It's not me, is it, 
Rabbi?" 

Jesus answered, "You said it." 
26Vllhile they were eating, Jesus 

took bread, blessed it, broke it, and 
gave it to the disciples and said, 
"Take and eat. This is my body." 27He 
took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, saying, "Drink from this, 
all of you. 28This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for 
many so that their sins may be for
given. 29I tell you, I won't drink wine 
again until that clay when I drink it 
in a new way with you in my Father's 
kingdom." 30Then, after singing 
songs of praise, they went to the 
Mount of Olives. 

31Then Jesus said to his disci
ples, "Tonight you will all fall away 
because of me. This is because it is 
written, I will hit the shejJherd, and the 
sheejJ of the jloch will go off in all direc
tions. 32But after I'm raised up, I'll go 
before you to Galilee." 

33Peter replied, "If everyone else 
stumbles because of you, I'll never 
strnnble." 

3:Jesus said to him, "I assure you 
that, before the rooster crows tonight, 
you will deny me three times." 

35Peter said, "Even if I must die 
alongside you, I won't deny you." All 
the disciples said the same thing. 

36ThenJesus went with his disciples 
to a place called Gethsemane. He 
said to the disciples, "Stay here while 
I go and pray over there." 37V\Then he
took Peter and Zebedee's two sons, 
he began to feel sad and anxious. 
38Then he said to them, "I'm very 
sad. It's as if I'm dying. Stay here and 
keep alert with me." 39Then he went 
a short distance farther and fell on 
his face and prayed, "My Father, if it's 
possible, take this cup of suffering 
away from me. However-not what I 
want but what you want." 

•JOHe came back to the disciples
and found them sleeping. He said 
to Pete1� "Couldn't you stay alert one 
hour with me? '11Stay alert and pray 
so that you won't give in to tempta
tion. The spirit is eager, but the flesh 
is weak." 42A second time he went 
away and prayed, "My Fathe1� if it's 
not possible that this cup be taken 
away unless I drink it, then let it be 
what you want." 

43Again he came and found them 
sleeping. Their eyes were heavy with 
sleep. 44But he left them and again
went and prayed the same words for 
the third time. 45Then he came to
his disciples and said to them, "Will 
you sleep and rest all night? Look, 
the time has come for the Human 
One to be betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. 46Get up. Let's go. Look, 
here cmnes 1ny betrayer." 

47v\Thile Jesus was still speaking, 

Judas, one of the Twelve, came. 
With him was a large crowd carrying 

swords and clubs. They had been 
sent by the chief priests and elders 

of the people. 48His betrayer had 
given them a sign: "Arrest the man 

I kiss." 49Just then he came to Jesus 

and said, "Hello, Rabbi." Then he 

kissed him. 
50But Jesus said to him, "Friend, 

do what you came to do." Then 

they came and grabbed Jesus and 
arrested him. 

510ne of those with Jesus reached 

for his sword. Striking the high 
priest's slave, he cut off his ear. 
52Then Jesus said to him, "Put the 

sword back into its place. All those 

who use the sword will die by the 

sword. 530r do you think that I'm 
not able to ask my Father and he will 

send to me more than twelve battle 
groups of angels right away? 54But 
if I did that, how would the scrip

tures be fulfilled that say this must 

happen?" 55Then Jesus said to the 

crowds, "Have you come with swords 

and clubs to arrest me, like a thief? 
Day after day, I sat in the temple 

teaching, but you didn't arrest me. 
56But all this has happened so that 
what the prophets said in the scrip

tures might be fulfilled." Then all 
the disciples leftJesus and ran away. 

57Those who arrested Jesus led 

him to Caiaphas the high priest. 

The legal experts and the elders had 
gathered there. 58Peter followed him 
from a distance until he came to the 
high priest's courtyard. He entered 

that area and sat outside with the 

officers to see how it would turn out. 
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59The chief priests and the whole 
council were looking for false tes
timony against Jesus so that they 
could put him to death. 60They 
didn't find anything they could use 
from the many false witnesses who 
were willing to come forward. But 
finally they found nvo 6\vho said, 
"This man said, 'I can destroy God's 
temple and rebuild it in three days."' 

62Then the high priest stood and 
said to Jesus, "Aren't you going to 
respond to the testimony these peo
ple have brought against you?" 

63ButJesus was silent. 
The high priest said, "By the liv

ing God, I demand that you tell us 
whether you are the Christ, God's 
Son." 

64 ''You said it," Jesus replied. "But 
I say to you that from now on you'll 
see the Human One sitting on the right 
side of the Almighty and coming on the 
heavenly clouds." 

65Then the high priest tore his 
clothes and said, "He's insulting 
God! v\Thy do we need any more wit
nesses? Look, you've heard his insult 
against God. li6v\lhat do you think?" 

And they answered, "He deserves 
to die!" li7Then they spit in his face 
and beat him. They hit him 68and 
said, "Prophesy for us, Christ! v\Tho 
hit you?" 

li9Meanwhile, Peter was sitting 
outside in the courtyard. A servant 
woman came and said to him, ''You 
were also with Jesus the Galilean." 

70But he denied it in front of all 
of them, saying, "I don't know what 
you are talking about." 

71When he went over to the gate, 
another woman saw him and said to 
those who were there, "This man was 
with Jesus, the man from Nazareth." 

72With a solemn pledge, he denied 
it again, saying, "I don't know the 
111an." 

73A short time later those standing 
there came and said to Peter, ''You 
must be one of them. The way you 
talk gives you away." 

74Then he cursed and swore, "I 
don't know the man!" At that very 
moment the rooster crowed. 75Peter
remembered Jesus' words, "Before 
the rooster crows you will deny me 
three times." And Peter went out 
and cried uncontrollably. 

27Early in the morning all the 
chief priests and the elders of the 
people reached the decision to have 
Jesus put to death. 2They bound 
him, led him away, and turned him 
over to Pilate the governor. 

3WhenJudas, who betrayedJesus, 
saw that Jesus was condemned to 
die, he felt deep regret. He returned 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, and 4said, "I did 
wrong because I betrayed an inno
cent 111an." 

But they said, "v\lhat is that to us? 
That's your problem." 5Judas threw 
the silver pieces into the temple 
and left. Then he went and hanged 
himself. 

liThe chief priests picked up the 
silver pieces and said, "According 
to the Law it's not right to put this 
money in the treasury. Since it was 
used to pay for someone's life, it's 
unclean." 7So they decided to use it 
to buy the potter's field where strang
ers could be buried. 8That's why that 
field is called "Field of Blood" to this 
very day. 9This fulfilled the words of 
Jeremiah the prophet: And I /ooh the 
thirty jJieces of silve1; the jJrice for the one 
whose jJl'ice had been set by some of the 
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Israelites, 10 and I gave them for the /Jot
ter's field, as the Lmd commanded me. 

11Jesus was brought before the 
governor. The governor said, "Are 
you the king of the Jews?" 

Jesus replied, "That's what you 
say." 12But he didn't answer when the
chief priests and elders accused him. 

13Then Pilate said, "Don't you 
hear the testimony they bring 
against you?" 14But he didn't answer, 
not even a single word. So the gover
nor was greatly amazed. 

15It was customary during the festi
val for the governor to release to the 
crowd one prisone1� whomever tl1ey 
might choose. 16At tl1at time there 
was a well-known prisoner named 
Jesus Barabbas. 17When the crowd 
had come togetl1e1� Pilate asked 
them, "Whom would you like me to 
release to you,Jesus Barabbas orJesus 
who is called Christ?" 18He knew that 
the leaders of the people had handed 
him over because of jealousy. 

19While he was serving as judge, 
his wife sent this message to him, 
"Leave that righteous man alone. 
I've suffered much today in a dream 
because of him." 

20But the chief priests and the 
elders persuaded the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and kill Jesus. 21The
governor said, "Which of the two do 
you want me to release to you?" 

"Barabbas," they replied. 
22Pilate said, "Then what should I 

do with Jesus who is called Christ?" 
They all said, "Crucify him!" 
23But he said, "Why? What wrong 

has he done?" 
They shouted even louder, 

"Crucify him!" 
24Pilate saw that he was getting 

nowhere and that a riot was starting. 

So he took water and washed his 
hands in front of the crowd. "I'm 
innocent of this man's blood," he 
said. "It's your problem." 

25 All the people replied, "Let his 
blood be on us and on our chil
dren." 26Then he released Barabbas 
to them. He had Jesus whipped, then 
handed him over to be crucified. 

27The governor's soldiers took 
Jesus into the governor's house, 
and they gathered the whole com
pany of soldiers around him. 28They 
stripped him and put a red military 
coat on him. 29They twisted together 
a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head. They put a stick in his right 
hand. Then they bowed down in 
front of him and mocked him, say
ing, "Hey! King of the Jews!" 30After 
they spit on him, they took the stick 
and struck his head again and again. 
31When they finished mocking him, 
they stripped him of the military coat 
and put his own clothes back on him. 
They led him away to crucify him. 

32As they were going out, they 
found Simon, a man from Cyrene. 
They forced him to carry his cross. 
33When they came to a place called 
Golgotha, which means Skull Place, 
34they gave Jesus wine mixed with 
vinegar to drink. But after tasting 
it, he didn't want to drink it. 35After 
they crucified him, they divided up 
his clothes among them by drawing 
lots. 36They sat there, guarding him.
37They placed above his head the 
charge against him. It read, "This is 
Jesus, the king of the Jews." 38They 
crucified with him two outlaws, one 
on his right side and one on his left. 

39Those who were walking by 
insulted Jesus, shaking their heads 
•10and saying, "So you were going to
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A LITANY FOR THE SIXTH WEEK OF LENT 

Melody ............................................ Rathbun 87 87 

[r] Darkness covered the sky on that Good 
Friday. 

t!J The darkness on the day when Christ was 
crucified envelops our souls and fills us 
with dread. 

[r] But it is that darkness that shows the depth 
of what is happening. 

t!J For the cross is fighting against the forces 
of evil present in the world. 

) [r] And it is overcoming them. 

t!J We are grateful for the power of the cross 
over every darkness in our lives. 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

r-----. -------------------. ---------------

[r] Thunder and lightning rumbled and flashed 
around the cross. 

Ci] We are frightened by startling sights and 
sounds that surround the cross. 

[r] But we know that they are what demonstrate 
what is happening in the world in which this 
cross is now present. 

Ci] The earth is shaken. The sky is sparking 
with trouble. 

[r] But by the cross, we have pt!ace. 
(!I By the cross, we have comfort from our 

troubles. 

When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

[r] Because of one Lord and Savior crucified for us, 

Ci] all people of the world have salvation. 

[r] Each life on earth is changed by the cross. 

Ci] Each day ·on earth is now an opportunity 
for us to share the message of the cross. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

Bible Readings for the Sixth Week of Lent 

Sunday ............................................. Matthew 27:51 

Monday ................................................. Mark 15:33 

Tuesday .......................................... Matthew 27:54 

Wednesday ............................................. John 14:27 

Thursday ................................................. 1 John 4:4 

Friday ...................................................... 1 John 5:4 

Saturday ............................................ John 19:17-18 
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