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In the Wilderness with the Devil 
Luke 4:1-13  

Paul Grobman in his book Vital Statistics tells about an incident that occurred on 
January 21, 1996. This incident--which might be every child’s fantasy and every 
parent’s nightmare--involved two brothers, Antony and Jerome who live in 
Quebec, Canada. It seems that the two boys wandered off from their backyard 
and went to a nearby Toys R Us, the now defunct toy store chain. While amusing 
themselves in the gigantic toy store, Antony and Jerome slipped into a playhouse 
where they promptly fell asleep. When they woke up, the lights were out, and the 
store was closed. 

Well, if you were two young boys locked in a toy store, what would you do? While 
about 150 adults searched for them nearby, the boys were happily playing inside 
the store.  They were discovered by the store manager the following morning.  

Asked why the store alarm system didn’t go off and alert the searching adults 
they were in the store, a Toys R Us spokesman said: “They never tried to open the 
doors to leave.” A trail of toys and empty chip bags were proof of that. 

No wonder they didn’t try to leave. They were in paradise. Two youngsters alone 
in a toy store--what greater temptation could there be than that? 

We all know what it is to be tempted, don’t we? Even Jesus was tempted. 

Luke tells us that immediately after his baptism, Jesus--full of the Holy Spirit--left 
the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he 
was tempted by the devil. Luke further tells us that Christ ate nothing during 
those days, and at the end of the 40 days he was hungry. That makes sense. 
That’s a very long time without food. That is probably why the devil said to him, 
“If you’re the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 

But Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 

Please notice the taunt in the temptation Satan makes “If you are the son of God”. 
Well Jesus knew he was the Son of God and didn’t have to prove it to Satan but 
that is a hard rebuff. 



The devil then led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and 
splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.” Then the 
devil added, “If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 

Finally, the devil led Jesus to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 
For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you 
carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.’” 

But Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

Notice the second time Satan uses the same appeal for Jesus to feel pressure to 
prove he is the son of God but Jesus knows what he knows and just quotes more 
scripture back to him. 

This obviously frustrated the devil. Luke tells us, “When the devil had finished all 
this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.” Notice that Luke doesn’t say 
that the devil quit tempting Jesus. He says that the devil made a strategic retreat--
to tempt him at a more opportune time--for example, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane when he was tempted to forsake his mission. 

All of us know what it is to be tempted. Some of us probably know it better than 
others. Temptation is part and parcel of the human condition. 

Jesus knew what it was to be tempted. Jesus also knew how to deal with 
temptation. Jesus was aware of the powerful connection between thought and 
deed. In that beautiful prayer that he taught his disciples to pray, which we call 
The Lord’s Prayer, we find the words, “lead us not into temptation . . .” (Matthew 
6:13a). Have you ever wondered what Jesus meant by that? Surely God would not 
lead us into temptation! 

Here’s what I believe Jesus was saying. It is one thing to pray for forgiveness. It is 
quite another to be so earnest in our commitment to Christ that we pray 
passionately, “Please, Lord, keep me from even being tempted.” 



That’s a hard prayer for some people to pray. Let’s face it. Some people really 
enjoy being tempted. Several years ago there was a popular country song by 
singer Lari White, the chorus of which went like this: 

“Lead me not into temptation, I already know the road all too well; 

Lead me not into temptation, I can find it all by myself.” 

The woman in the song sings, “Lead me not into temptation,” but by the time you 
get to the end of the song it is clear that temptation is clearly what she is seeking. 

Contrast that with the idea of being so earnest in our devotion to Christ that we 
pray passionately, “Please, Lord, keep me from even being tempted.” 

In Matthew 6 we read those thought-provoking words from our Lord, “You have 
heard it was said, you shall not commit adultery. But I say to you that everyone 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart.” 

I believe that we miss the point if we try to make this into an example of 
unattainable perfectionism. Rather, it is a recognition on Jesus’ part of a truth 
about human nature--the deed begins with the thought.  And I think most of us 
know that you can wallow in a thought and yet don’t realize you are already in 
the midst of the sin.   

Someone once said that opportunity knocks only once but temptation bangs on 
your door for years. Jesus knew the power of temptation over the human soul. 
Listen as he instructs his disciples on the night that he is betrayed. Luke writes, 
“And he came out, and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the 
disciples followed him. And when he came to the place he said to them, ‘Pray that 
you may not enter into temptation’” (Luke 22:39-40). Notice that linkage--prayer 
and temptation.  

What follows is a description of Jesus’ own battle with the tempter. It is here he 
prays, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me . . .” (v. 42). The 
description of his struggle in Luke’s gospel indicates that this prayer was no mere 
formality. “And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was 
like drops of blood falling to the ground” (v. 44). He knew what it was to battle 



temptation. His humanity was engaged in a great contest with his divinely 
appointed task.  

It is interesting, though, when he returns to his disciples and finds them sleeping 
he wakes them and instructs them once more: “Rise and pray that you may not 
enter into temptation.” Once more he links prayer and temptation (v. 46). 

We can learn from that linkage. The best way to deal with temptation is to nip it 
in the bud. Pray that we shall not even be tempted.  

Of course, to pray that we shall not be tempted is to imply that the fruit of 
temptation--that is, sin--is destructive to our lives.   

Sometimes we are like a train locomotive that decided it was tired of running 
back and forth on the same boring track. The unhappy train thought of the 
adventure and excitement it was missing because it had to run on tracks. So one 
day he decided to jump the tracks. The result was a horrible crash.  

My friends, terrible crashes do take place when people decide that they can 
ignore God’s laws.  

We snicker when the actress in the Broadway musical Oklahoma sings, “I'm just a 
girl who can't say no . . .” We smirk with Mae West when she sighs seductively, 
“To err is human, but it feels divine.” However, in a day in which one out of two 
new marriages will end in divorce, when a record number of children will grow up 
in broken homes, when white collar crime is counted in the billions, when young 
lives are being drained and often destroyed by drugs and alcohol, when untold 
millions live in emptiness and despair, guilt and brokenness, it is time we deal 
with the power of the tempter in our lives. For you see, most of us can handle the 
big crises in life. It is the little foxes that eat the vines, as Solomon noted 
thousands of years ago (Song of Solomon 2:15). 

In Greek mythology there are many stories about the island where the sirens 
lived. The sirens were beautiful but dangerous creatures that lured the sailors 
with their beautiful voices to their doom. When ships sailed close to their island, 
the sirens sang so beautifully that the enchanted sailors would steer their ships 
upon the rocks to their destruction. The sirens then would collect their spoils 
from the wreckage. 



However, one day a ship came past on which the sailors did not heed the song of 
the sirens and sailed on in safety. The reason the sailors were not interested was 
that Orpheus, the god of music, was on board and he sang a sweeter song than 
any known to the sirens.  

That is an imperfect analogy of what happens when we entrust our lives to Christ. 
The best antidote for temptation is to be so filled with his song--his salvation--his 
service--that there is no room for temptation. However, that does not relieve us 
of the burden of praying daily for his divine care.  

Temptation is very real in our lives--as it was real in the life of Jesus. We need to 
heed Christ’s teachings. Thoughts are connected to deeds. It is in our best 
interest, and in the interest of those we love, to pray that we shall not even be 
tempted. We need to recognize the destructiveness of sin in our lives and 
confront our susceptibility. Finally, we need to learn to rely on God, whose power 
is greater than the power of the tempter and can give us victory over every evil.  

----------------------------------------------- 


