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THE LIESSON Genesis 22:1-14
'After these events, God test-
ed Abraham and said o him,
“Abraham!”
Abraham answered, “I'm here.”
“God said, “Take your son, your
only son whom you love, Isaac, and
go to the land of Moriah. Offer him
up as an entirely burned offering
there on one of the mountains that I
will show you.” *Abraham got up ear-
ly in the morning, harnessed his don-
key, and took two of his young men
with him, together with his son Isaac.
He split the wood for the entirely
burned offering, set out, and went to
the place God had described to him.
*On  the third day, Abraham

looked up and saw the place ata dis- |

tance. " Abraham said to his servants,

“Stay here with the donkey. The boy

and I will walk up there, worship,
and then come back to you.”

S Abraham took the wood for the
entirely burned offering and laid it
on his son Isaac. He ook the fire
and the knife in his hand, and the
two of them walked on 1ogether.
“Tsaac said to his father Abraham,
“My father?”

Abraham said, “I'm here, myson.”

Isaac said, "Here is the fire and

the wood, but where is the lamb for
the entirely burned offeringz”

S Abraham said, “The lamb for the
entirely burned offering? God will
see to it, my son.” The two of them
walked on together.

"They arrived at the place God had
described to him. Abraham built an
altar there and arranged the wood on
it. He tied up his son Isaac and laid
him on the altar on top of the wood.
""Then Abraham stretched out his
hand and took the knife to kill his son
as a sacrifice. " But the LORD’s messen-
ger called out to Abraham from heav-
en, “Abraham? Abraham?”

Abraham said, “I'm here.”

2The messenger said, “Don’t
stretch out your hand against the
young man, and don’t do any-
thing to him. I now know that you
revere God and didn’t hold back
your son, your only son, from me.”
¥ Abraham looked up and saw a sin-
gle ram caught by its horns in the
dense underbrush. Abraham went
over, took the ram, and offered it as
an entirely burned offering instead
of his son. ""Abraham named that
place “the Lorp sees.” That is the
reason people today say, “On this
mountain the LoRrD is seen.”

THE RESPONSE Psalm 13

"How long will vou forget me, Lorn? Forever? How long will vou hide your

face from me?

?How long will I be left to my own wits, agony filling my heart? Daily? How
long will my enemy keep defeating me?

*Look at me! Answer me, LOrRD my God! Restore sight to my eyes!

Otherwise, I'll sleep the sleep of death, *and my enemy will say, “I won!”

My foes will rejoice over my downfall.

*But I have trusted in your faithful love. My heart will rejoice in your salva-

tion.

Yes, I will sing to the LORD because he has been good to me.

THE EPISTLE Romans 6:12-23

S0 then, don’t let sin rule your |

body, so that you do what it wants.

“Don’t offer parts of your body to |

sin, to be used as weapons o do

wrong. Il]&il(_‘ild. ‘)I‘CSCI'IT vourselves

to God as people who have been

brought back to life from the dead,

and offer all the parts of your body

to God 1o be used as weapons o do
right. "'Sin will have no power over
you, because you aren’t under Law
but under grace.

»So what? Should we sin because

we aren’'t under Law but under |

grace? Absolutely not! ""Don’t you
know that if you offer yourselves to
someone as obedient slaves, that
vou are slaves of the one whom you
obey? That's true whether vou serve
as slaves of sin, which leads to death,
or as slaves of the kind of obedicnce
that leads to righteousness. '"But
thank God that although vou used
to be slaves of sin, you gave whole-
hearted obedience to the teaching

that was handed down to you, which
provides a pattern. "Now that you
have been set free from sin, you
have become slaves of righteous-
ness. " (I'm speaking with ordinary
metaphors because ol your limita-
tions.) Once, you offered the parts
of your body to be used as slaves to
impurity and to lawless behavior that
leads to still more lawless behavior.
Now, you should present the parts of

! vour body as slaves to righteousness,

© which makes vour lives holy. **When

. you were slaves of sin, vou were free

from the control of righteousness.

| “"What consequences did vou get
! from doing things that vou are now

ashamed of? The outcome of those

| things is death. *But now that vou
| have been set free from sin and
I become slaves to God, vou have the

consequence of a holy life, and the

. outcome is eternal life. *The wages
| that sin pays are death, but God'’s
gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
" Lord.

THE GOSPLEL Matthew 10:40-42

"*Those who receive you are also |
receiving me, and those who receive

me are receiving the one who sent
me. ''Those who receive a prophet
as a prophet will receive a proph-
et’'s reward. Those who receive a
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righteous person as a righteous per-
son will receive a righteous person’s
reward. "I assure you that every-

' body who gives even a cup of cold

" water to these little ones because
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I they are my disciples will certainly
| be rewarded.”
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